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McCutcheon grad now
ready to enjoy success
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. For a while Hoon thought he
might go to Purdue on athletic
scholarshlps, “But I didri’t have
the grades and didn’t have the
heart to make the grades to go,”
he says. So after graduation, “I
basically had to start life over.”

' He worked a series of construc-
tion jobs and met Mike Tate, a

. singer with Whitehawk Band. “I

‘was always envious that he was a
smgerma band. I wished I was in
this guy’s shoes,” Hoon says. “1
'wroteasongandgave it to Mike,
He said, ‘Don’t give thls to me, do
it yourself AR

* His remarks prompted Hoon to
‘hunt up McCutcheon classmate
Mike Kelsey and make music,
#We were doing the'same old
songs in the gara%e like everyone
‘else,” he recalls

‘with a solid hard metal sound,
c¢ame out of it.

““I'really owe a lot of credit to *
Kelsey He was always a per-
fectionist, and I wasn’t until he
pushed me to be. He opened my.
eyes to a lot of itk

.Styff Kytten had a we]l—deserved
reputahon as a rowdy, anything-
goes band. “Usually a good show
wouullg be onekwhere the bar owner
would not ask us to play a b
‘Hoon admits g

Parrish Taylor,- the band’s

manager, said in a 1988 interview -

that Hoon set the tone. ‘‘Shannon’s
got the desire. You look at him
and automatically you know he's a
band member. He’s got the per-
sona of a front man. You never
want to take your eye off him
because you never know what he's
going to do.”

Oiften he'd squirt water on the
crowd, When he did it-at the Har-
rison prom, Soggy crepe paper
streamers dripped so much dye on
white tux jackets that the band’s:,
entire fee went to cleaning bills.
That was Styff Kytten's last gig.

“I knew T had backed myself
into a corner,” Hoon says. “If I
didn’t make it in music I wasn’t

. going to make it at all, and I
.wasn’t going to make it witha .
Jocal band playing cover tunes,”

s Musically hewasina
corner, and Hoon had had so
many run-ins with the Lafayette
police that he felt it was only a
matter of time until he got into
bigger trouble if he stayed here.
So, in March 1990, he sought a
change and moved to California.
"1 went. through a drug period
when I was in Indiana. For me to
say I want to go to Hollywood,
‘people would think it would only

ut Styff Kytten,

get worse, But there was so much
to do out here that gave me the
same high as the drugs I was on
back home. This place was.a big
rehab center for me.

“You grow up really fast out
here. If you come out with a goal

you've got to stick to it. It's really .

easy to get derailed when sur-
rounded by meblackgaj-uofhfe
— the drugs. This is the kind of
place where you're always looking -
over your shoulder. People are not
honest out here. There's always a
vulture waiting to find a small-
town person wanting to make it.”
With the same kind of dete-

rmination that once made him put

883 ao
Shannon Hoon was a pole-vaulter for McCutcheon track team.

aside the pain of a broken foot to
win a high school wrestling tour-
nament, Hoon stuck to his goal. -

One lead he followed up brought
him into contact with thlll%e Mis-
sissippi musicians | fora .
lead singer. They had auditioned -
dozens.of singers before meeting. -
Hoon, but he was the one that fit -
the Blind Melon niche.

Bands in California are cheaper
than'a dime a dozen. ‘“There are
just as many out here as there are
cornstalks in Indiana,” Hoon says
““There are millions.”

So Blind Melon’s luck in es- *
tablishing an early link with At-
lantic Records was auspicious. It

‘ged on Hoon fill

dldn t last lot%e it out of it they
tala nnis Ryder, who
e\red E em and was eager to

shop their demo tape to the labels.

‘Ryder lined up owcases where
executives from MCA, Bém:,
E:(l{grmn Merc 3“.0]

some smaller labels coul
hear them play four or five songs.
Those showcases were “‘the most
uncomfortable position I've ever
been put in,”" Hoon says.

“I'd rather play in a bar with no
one in it than play for three suit-
and-tie men, age 50, trying to fig-
ure out where we're coming
mm ” -

nies liked what
they saw, but in the end, it was
Capltol and-Epic bidding against
each other. As ne e‘_?otmmms drag-

his time with

various projects, including vocal
work on Guns N' Roses upcoming
album, to combat nervousness.

“Each day I thought maybe
this'll be lhe day. I was so stres-
sed out I had no fingernails left to
bite. Then Capitol offered a quar-
ter of a million more than what we
asked for to stop the whole bidding
process. There was no way we
could say no.”

' But, “As much as you think the
contract is the hardest thing to
get, it's the easiest,” Hoon says.

_“It only gets harder.” Soon they'll

leave on 4 three-month club tour
before coming back to record and
make a ¥ideo. Then it'll be back
out on the road again for a seven-
month promotlnnal tour.,

“We've got to meet as many

people as Emlhle to promote

ourse]v& a positive manner,
not a negative controversial

manner. With Styff Kytten I
worked out my aggression. It was

like basic tra for where I'm
at now. Tcan't that kind of
stuff out here. I can't act like I'm

arockgodllkeldldthere"

Al

In mende Hoon sa:irs
$520,000 from Cap;tol “is like an
mterest free loa:gl?‘e ve %ot l?
record sales.
P“ﬁ be a%ﬁg time before we see
a% money at all.”
age r for. the challenge, Hoon
now has self-confidence.
“l 'm glad I went h it, the
drug addiction. I've picked myself
up and dried myself up and that
makes it a lot:more rewarding to
kick the habit.on my own. From
that time life has been one big
whirlpool of luck.

“1 overcame a situation I didn't
think I had the power to do. That’s
my platinum al right there,
that means more to me ... at least
‘I:hg:tloﬂlepoint whe(elha\rea



