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treating him with drugs. Like Brad and
Rogers, Shannon fled a small town that
wouldn't accept him and, like Brad and
Rogers, he still isn'L litting . T'o make it
as a musician in LA, he's told, you have
to be more hard rock. The space-case
singer bonds faster than Krazy Glue to
his fuiure band mates; they begin wrir-
ing together alimost inmediately.
Smith has a lead guitarist in mind.
Several months earlier the bassist
answered an ad in Musie Conneclion
magazine. Brad never landed with the
group, Animal IFarm, but kept in touch
with the guy who auditioned him
Christopher Thorn. Thorn shares not
only Smith's passion for folk music but
—hailing from Dover, Pennsylvania-
the rustic perspective of Smith's new
band. Glen Graham, the final puzzle
piece, arrives 4 week later. An early
drunmer had split and auditions failed
to produce a respectable replacement.
Raogers remembered the Kiss-crazed
Graham from their days together on the
high-school swim team. A band is bom.

“When we got the
record deal we told
them how premature
we felt it was.”—

Christopher Thorn

Naked Pilgrims, Head Train, Mud Bird
and Brown Cow were among the sug-
gested monikers Mying around. One day
Brad asked, "What's happening, blind
melons?" It was how his father used to
greet some hippie neighbors back home
There were about ten of them renting
the house next door to the Smith's, none
with any discernible source ol incame
The image

With only blind ambition and e TS
to its credit, the band tracke QNN
Lape, The r".'ruif."_.f-‘-ruf Waorkshop Was
sufficiently cashable to woo Capitol
Records, but no record company wants
4 band with only spsllles. “So we lied,”
Christopher savyBERER (] 1hemn we
had 20 or 30.7

The scam sulficGERt them signed,
but their unripeness il;ll:.kflrt'l_! in the sty
dio. They waxed an EP, Sippin' Time
Sessionsg. with producer David Briggs
.'\‘:-il'1'-&11{!1[;.I'm'nl'l'.'uln Springfield) then
end GERRNEEE king its 1991 release. “I
wasWBRENEE and studio done,” Brad
POO-P N

“When we got the record deal we told
them how premature we felt it was,”
Christopher picks it up. “We said we
Woanted a year 1o be together, wrile
songs and tour before making the

For iy

You can tell the guitar work of Rogers Stevens (above) from Christopher
Thorn's because Rogers plays almost exclusively in the right channel.

HOON KNEW?

Top 10 things you didn’t know about
Shannon Hoon

1. Shannon Hoon is not his real name.
It's Richard Shannon Hoon,

2. By age Y Shannon had a black belt in
karate

3. In high school Shannon lettered in
football, wrestling, and track (pole-
vaulting)

4. Shannon has an awesome three-

point jumper but he's no threat under

the boards, according to a member of

our staff who plaved hoops with him.
5. Shannon did not attend Lafayetie
Jefferson High with Axl Rose, Shannon
went to MeCutcheon, a school on the
outskirts of Lufayelle named alter a
Depression-era cartoonist,

6. High school sweetheart and still
clase friend: Lisa

7. Shannon sang "Don’t CUry” vears
before his duet with AxL e heard an
early GN'R demo tape and performed
the song in his first band, Styff Kyiten.
8. Shannon also sang behind GN'R on
“November Rain,” “The Garden,” "Live
And Let Die” and "You Ain’t The First.”
9, Shannon’'s mom works in a restaur-
ant, his dacl is a bricklayer

10. Nude Shannon appearances: a) in
Vancouver, Canada on Halloween (Hello
weenie?) —he was arrested; b) the
cover of Rolling Stone (he should have
been arrested ), ) opening a GN'R concert
in Switzerland (he wore only a Viking
helmet); d) dancing i front of a billboard
of the bee girl outside Capitol Records
in L.A. (Christopher videotaped it.)




record. When the EP didn't work out, we
were really convinced.” Capitol agreed.
With downtime to burn, Shannon
hung with his transplanted Lafayette
buds, including one Axl Rose. Back
when he was William Bailey the Guns
N' Roses singer attended junior high
with Shannon's older sister. Paying an
mocent social call on the sessions for
lVse Yowr Musion | and [l, Shannon
found himself L-i!!:‘,llu‘_ }J.‘l:'kH[\ Oon sev-
Axl asked Shannon to
reprise his role in the “Don’t Cry"” video
and on select GN'R concert dates.
Suddenly Hoon couldn’t grab a slice
of pizza in LA, without shellbursts of
questions: “How do you know Guns N
Roses?” "What's Axl like?” “Where's
[zzy?" Backslage aller a New York GN'R
show someone tapped Shannon on the

eral songs.

shoulder to praise his duet with Rose
It was Donald Trump

The fruits of fortune
are sweet, but Blind
Melon has been too
preoccupied for a taste.

Clutehing coattails is no dignified
way 1o suceeed, so Blind Melon focused
like a laser on its own album. The band
was still not ripe however. They
deeided to hit the road. “We weren't in
any hurry to do anything,” Shannon
said. “We were willing to wait til every
body felt comfortable.” The band played
a club tour and then opened six shows
for Soundgarden.

To resume writing Blind Melon
invaded a five-bedroom home in the
college town of Durham, North Carolina
L.A. was too distracting, they decided.
The “Sleepy House” routinely Jumsted
all-night jam sessions andSERERN
marathons. Here the sun was QSIS
rather than worshipped; Shan it
the blinds in his room with tin To1l to
help maintain his dusk-to-dawn regimen.

“Those days were great,” Christopher
recalls. "It was m:j-n!m‘,_lt: all ol us,
becoming brothSRESER ¢ shitting
and plaving toget (EREREEEionally their
hazy merriment Coggaeed the line. as
when Blind Melon’s sound man, Lyle
|‘:1.-.~\|‘1E out ¢(runk on the couch with a
cigareti@esd [Tame was burning aboul
two R his head,” Christopher
saySEREREEE shaking him and pulling
on higeing, but he wouldn't wake
up." Tragedy was averted thanks (o
several heaping wok-fuls of tap water.

In Februoary 1992 Blind Melon jetted
o Sealtle’s London Bridge Studios to
B cord what they'd written with Pearl
Wi producer Rick Parashar, but work
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again took a back scat to the road; the
band accepted the opening slot on
MTV's 120 Minutes package with PiL
and Big Audio Dynamite I1

“That tour helped us make a better
record.” Christopher claims. "We
recorded half the record before 120
Winutes, the other hall after, and the
other hall sounds so much better. We
learned how to play together, basically ¥

Still, going out on a major tour with
no album to sell wasted a healthy pro
motional buzz. By the time Blind Melon
was released in September, excitement
was waning and album sales crested at
a lean 90,000, MTV aired the videos for
“Dear OI' Dad,” “Tones Of Home™ and “1
Wonder” about ten times each and the
band’s audience consisted mostly ol
fans with good memaonies.

Then came the reign of “No Rain,” §
lilting ditty Smith composed heforg

arriving in L.A. This self-described™

“lame song aboul co-dependency” fea-
tured a frolicsome Hoon vocal and a
cutesy video concept i:_}ﬂll'lk"_\,_ tap-
dancer in bee drag—basguiie old
picture of Glen Graham SSESESEE M-
ing Blind Melon's cover-SSueips for
others who can accepl her 2% 18. The
story parallels that of the Melons whao,
scorned al home for their long hair and
stoner attitugd@Siim 1o LA and into
one another SN

MTV’'s red@SBlgs wouldn't stop
ringing. “No [HEESshed Blind Melon

past gold and up to #3 on the GRS
The bhee girl, 10-vear-old Hdaies
DeLoach, got to tap over the créiis
closing the MTV Awards and inked a
movie deal with MGM

The fruits of fortune are sweet, but
Blind Melon has beegl ke occupied
for a taste, Capitol TSNy oluntar-
ily lengthened an@eaEaticd the
band'stouringitinerar yeaenpitalize on
the sncecess of “No Rain” and the ol
low-up single, “Tones Of Home." The
band hasp@@iept anywhere but hotels
or buse@ S cording Blind Meion;
their s, c ked up in Seattle,

“We'rcne for time off to record,
Brad says. "We've got so much shit we
have to wade through. Now that things
are getting better they're all interested
Mlave driving us, jumping on the
B " After a brief swing through
Bicda, Blind Melon is scheduled for
S 0ays in Japan and Australia, A 25-
city headlining tour of the States
should be underway mid-February.

“A lot of people have had this record
in their hands for a yeur already,” Brad
says. “We want to get something new out
for them. We've been on a constant tour,
doing at least four dates a week for a
long time.” Smith draws a breath then
reconsiders his negativity, "Ah, | don't
care,” he savs. “We're lucky Lo be Lour-
ing. I'm traveling around on a tour bus
for free, doing exactly what 1 want (o

be doing.” (o]

Hoon: “l think the word alternative has been sadly abused. Man, they've
called us a bit of everything.”
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