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he members of Blind Melon |
believe the true power of their i
band lies in the fact that they're
five guys functioning as one. Recently

guitarists Christopher Thorn and Roger

Stevens, bassist Brad Smith, drummer
Glen Graham, and singer Shannon
Hoon all got together to talk abut |
music and their platinum selling self- '
titled debut. |

Hit Parader: Can you remember one of
your earliest exciting musical experiences?
Shannon Hoon: Pink Floyd. | got the
whole catalog after | started listening to
them. And Carole King’s Tapestry brings
back a lot of memories. | remember my
Mom cleaning house to that.

Rogers Stevens: | remember hearing
Band On The Run by Paul McCartney and
Wings, and it was one of my earliest mem-
ories of really getting into music
when | was really young.
Christopher Thorn: Oh God!
Zeppelin Il with all the acoustic

songs. Gallows Pole and all that stuff. |
was just so incredibly turned on. Then one
or two years later, one night | got stoned
and listened to the Beatles White Album.
It was on vinyl and all scratchy and had all
the pops on it. | put that on and | couldn’t

even speak for a week afterwards. It just
blew my mind.
Brad Smith: When | listened to James

Brown for the first time. Or Led Zeppelin.
And Crosby, Stills Nash & Young. The music
and styles might be different but I'm talking

72 HIT PARADER

about uninhibited. That's how he expresses
himself. So anything where | feel some-
body is being totally uninhibited and letting
loose and not worrying about the commer-
cial aspect of things, is what really turns me
on. Where they're following what they
really know how to express the best, which
is themselves. The first listening experiences
| had were like that. | was like, "God, man!
Those guys are just going offl”

Glen Graham: Maybe Elton John and

Benny & The Jets. Then | was hit heavily -

by Kiss. Kiss just overwhelmed me. It
wasn't really so much that they blew me

“l like songs that take your head away,

mind-tripping things.”

thing special about the production.
sounded like it would have sounded if you
were right there listening to them. They
used effects, but interesting ones.

HP: The tones have a very late '60s and
early ‘70s sound, but there are definitely
contemporary influences and sounds at
play.

RS: Yeah, well, we have the 20 years of
music that came after those earlier periods
to back it all up. We have all of the influ-
ences from the music that we listened to
from the ‘60s and the '70s, plus you have
the whole advent of heavy metal
and hard rock, which we lis-
tened to when we were
young.

away musically, but it was the whole con-
cept of the thing. | was into monster
movies and films. Then to see these guys
playing rock music! It was great. | thought,
“l want to do this!” so that went on for
way too long. But | really started pinpoint-
ing things and figuring out exactly what it
was about things that | liked when | got
into Jimi Hendrix, Led Zeppelin, Cream,
Traffic, CSN & Y, and all that. | was moved
by a lot of that kind of music. A lot of it
was just good songs, but there was some-

Blind Melon: “When we're playing
we're tip-toeing a line between sanity

and insanity.”

DLIRD

SH: Whether you wanted it or not.

RS: Yeah, | mean you listened to hard rock
bands when you were a kid because that’s
how you learned to play guitar. Those guys
played guitar physically well, so you get all
that. Then you have all the alternative
music that came in the ‘80s or whatever,
and you hear all that stuff. That totally
influences you, as well. But as far as the
sounds and stuff, all of us play through the
same gear that was used back then, any-
way. the amps and the drums and every-
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thing are old simply because we think the
tones sound better.

SH: They're a lot meatier.

RS: We play contemporary songs, but it's
produced, and the tones of things are done
in a way that sounds almost vintage. But it
still has some weird things on it that make it
sound contemporary. It's definitely a blend
of the two things.

CT: Personally, it's only due to the fact that
everything that | grew up on was a very
pure and natural sound. So the only pro-
gression for me is to want to have that
same sort of sound. Everybody’s done that.
| mean, everyone is influenced by who they
listen to. 1 just love those pure, dry tones.
To me, you can hear everything as well.
That’s the reason for my guitar tone.

HP: Overall, it gives the record a very inti-
mate feeling.

CT: | think so, too, when it doesn’t sound
like you're playing in a stadium. Especially
vocally and when you're wearing head-
phones; instead of hearing the voice sound
like he’s away from you, it sounds like he's
right there, right in your ear, singing to you
direct. | love that sound. The Beatles had a
lot of that.

BS: Nothing sounds forced. Nothing
sounds way, way out front. You're able to
sit down and get into it because the pro-
duction is so dry and you can hear every-
thing: Nothing’s pushed way out front and
everything else is just a support. [t's that
kind of production, really dry, so reverb
doesn’t get in the way. Things aren't just
awash in the background. You can actually
hear everything for a change.

HP: Describe the feeling you get when
you're playing.

SH: | feel I'm tip-toeing a line between san-

ity and insanity. It's just such a rush that you

don't know how to control it. Every time
you play, the rush is different but the fine

line between everything is still there. You

never know what you're going to be feel-

ing, one minute to the next.

BS: What gets me off more than anything

is the improv thing when we're playing live,

when we're just totally moving with the

mood. ‘Cause after the songs are written,

you can recite them over and over, but |

each time we play them we try to add
something different or better. It moves me
more when everything’s clicking at the
same time and | feel that everybody’s
clicking at the same time and | feel that
everybody’s on the same wavelength.

CT: That happens to certain degrees when

we're writing. As weird as this sounds,

sometimes you have an incredible experi-

ence writing a song—and it doesn’t happen
every time—where it works so easily. Those
are the nights when, as corny as this
sounds, | just want to walk over and hug
and kiss everybody. That's the only way you
feel. You just want to do a big, group hug.

BS: It's totally inexplicable sometimes and

we don‘t even really know how it happens,

which is funny, because we're constantly

searching to get that consistent wavelength

'ShannOn Hoon:
1 remembe,. my
Mom cleaning
house to Carole
King’s
,ﬁpesfry_"
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happening again. Everybody’s trying to get
on that same level again, because things
happen so fast when we are on the same
wavelength. Some days you go in there
and it just doesn’t come together, but
whenever it does, something really good
comes out of it. Christopher’s right, it
makes you want to just jump up and hug
everybody.

HIT PARADER 73




€4 ¥30vHvd LIH

-yadx@ 9|qIpaIaul U 3ABY NOA SBWNBWOS
’SPUNOS sIu} Se pliam Sy “Bunum a1am
uaym saaibap uiepd 0] suaddey jeyl 1D

“yiBuajenem awes ayl uo sApochiana
Jeyl (294 | pue awn awes ay e buppip
s,ApogAiana 1By} 23} | pue awyl awes
ay) 1e Bupip sbuipliane uaym alow
3w saA0W 3| JANIAq J0 Juasayp Bupswos
ppe 0} A1} am way) Aejd am awn e
NQ I8RO PUB JBAO WYL 311231 ued nok
‘uanum ale sBUoS Uy Jale asned, ‘pooul
au) yum bBuiwows Aje1ol 1snf a1,0m uaym
"any| Buiferd a1,8m usym Buiy Acidwl aus si
Buiyifue Leyy alow Jo aw 5136 1eum sa
“I@U B3 01 AINUILL 3uo ‘Bul
-2} 8q 0} Bulob a),noA 1eym MmOU Janau
noA “aul [3s s BuilAena usamiaq auy
aulf BU1 INg RKBKIP S ysni ayl Kejd nok
awi} Aga3 1l [0OUGD O] MOY MOUY 3Uop
no Jey} ysni e Lpns 1snl 531 Auesul pue Ay
-Ues Usamiaq aul e buisol-dn w| 98} | SHS
‘Buife;d a1,nok
uaym 1ab nok Buipa) ayl squsag ‘dH

NGLES
T

»
.

PHOTO: MARK wiss

——
- "ﬂ'.,

‘abueyp e oy bupkisns Jesy
Kjenmde ued noA “puncubipeq ayi uj yseme
1snf uase sBuyp  Aem ayy ul 186 1,useop
qJanal 0s ‘up Ajeal ‘uonanpoid Jo pupy
jeyy sy -poddns e jsnl si aspa Buiyiiiena
pue Juoy Jno Aem paysnd sBuiioN “Buiy
-MiaAe 13y ued nok pue Ap o5 S uoNp
-oud aU} 3snedaq ) oul 196 pue umop Us
01 9|ge 31,N0A "I0I) N0 Aem Hem spunos
Bunyion peasoy spunos buiyion isg

‘1eys J010|
B DEY 59)19g 3y "PUNOS 18U} aA| | “DaUlp
noA 0} Bulbus 4ea JnoA u Bu ‘arayl bu
53y 3| Spunos 3 ‘nok woup Aeme say ax)|
punos adioA 3yl buuesy jo peaysul ‘sauoyd

-peay Buueam 31,n0A usym pue fjjeaon
Ajeradsy wnipels e ul buiferd ai,nofk 2|
PUNOS 1,US30P 1l UBUM ‘003 '0S Juil} | 1D

“Buipay s1ew

-nur Aian e piodal ayy sanb i

..._a.-unwna.__.
s,Bury
8l04e3 03 3snoy
Bulueap wey
Aw saquiauya, I

"3uo} 1eunb Aw Joj uoseas alp 51ey]
[j3m se Buiyilans Jeay ued nok ‘aw of
's3u0) AIp ‘aind asouy} anoj isnf | 03 uAs)
A3 oum Aq paauanyjul si aUoAIana ‘Ueaul |
‘1843 uop sApegAian] 'pUNOS 4O 1105 BLues
1Y} 3ABY O} JUBM O} 5| Al Joj UO|SsaIb

‘Apoghiana
Bny pue dn dwnf 3snf 03 Juem nof sexew
U 146y sJaydoisiyd ()l 4o 1no sawod
poob Ajjea) Buiyiswos 'saop il Janauaym
g Ysyiabo) awod J,ussep isnl 31 pue
aayy ul ob nok shep awos yibuaiEremM
alUEs AU UO 3Je am Uaym 1sej os uaddey
sBuiy asnedaq ‘uiebe (ana) awes jey) uo
136 o) Buiky sApoghiang urebe Buiuaddey

NYINSSTYd IAIN A8

dO.L 5O
AALTY

*U0H uouueys

ibuajanem 1Ua1sisuod 1eu 136 o) Buiyaiess
Apueisuod al,em asnedaq ‘Auuny sl ydIym
‘suaddet| Il MOy MOU3 A3l LSS 1,U0p 8M
pue sawnawos Jjgedndxau; 4210 S| isg

By dnasb ‘Biq e op 0} UM 1SN NoA *[33}
nof fem Ajuo auy s1ey] Apoghians ssiy pue
6Ny pue 30 Njem O} Juem 1snf | 'spunos
syl se Aulod se ‘uaym sybiu auy aie
asouy| #|1sea 0S SHIOM 1 alsym—alln Alans
uaddey 1,usaop 1 pue—6Guos e bum aua

-oid Auo ayl 0§ ‘punos [eimeu pue aind
Aiaa B sem uo dn maib | leyl buipliane
1eU3 108} 343 03 3np Auo ) Kjjeucsiad 1D
sBuiyy omi 8y jo

pugg e ARUYSp 51 ARIOdLUIILOD PUNOS
1 {ew 1243 3 uo sBUIY) pIIBM BLUoS sey ||is
1Ing ‘sBrIuIA JSOLW|e SPUNos 1Y Aem e ul
auop ale sbuly) Jo sau0} Yy pue ‘paanpoid
s} inq ‘sbuos Aiesodwajuod fejd apn Y
Jenealw 10| e a1 A3yl HS

J8138q punos sauoy

a3l uIy) am asnesaq Adwis plo aie buy

PHOTO: JOE GIRON/PHOTOFEATUIRES

-Aians pue swrup 8y pue sdwe sy Aem
-Aue ‘uay) 3oeq pasn seam eyl Jeab awes
au ybnouwy Aeid sn Jo e ‘Jmis pue spunas
A1 Se Je) Se INg [|9M Se ‘oA ssousnjjul
Alle10) 1eyl “ynis 1eyl ||e Jeay noA pue
BADIBYM JO SOR, AU} Ul BWIED 1ey) Jisnw
BAIBLIBLE 33 ||B BABY NOA UaY] “1eYy)
Jle 196 nok os ‘|lam Ajiedishyd sennb pakeyd
sknb asoy) 1ennb Aeid 0} pauseaj nok moy
SIBUL 3snedaq Pry B alam NoA uaym spueq
30J piey O} pauaisi| NOA Uealw | ‘Yeax sy
‘J0U J0 I PaYUEM NOA JAYIAUAA 1HS

«Ruesu; pue

Ajiues ussmyaq aulj e buieoy-dn a1,am
Buife|d a1,am uaypp,, :uojay puijg

-3W0s sem i3y} Inq ‘sbuos poob 1snf sem
1 J0 10| ¥ "JISNul JO puly 1B Jo 10| e Aq
P2AOL SBA | 12U [[B pUB A |3 NSO Diyed)
‘weal) ‘uljpddaz pa ‘XUpUaH Iwir ol
100 | uaym pay)| | 1eyr sBuiyl Inoge sem
1 1eym Apoexa no buunby pue sBuiyy bul
-Juioduid papels Ajeas | Ing "Buoj 0oy Aem
JO} UO JUam Jey} 0S ,{SiY}l OP O} Juem |,
ybnoyy | ‘jealb semy jaisnil ool buikeid
sANG asay) 99s 01 UBY| SW| PUE S3inoW
Jaisuow ojul sem | “Buiyl ayl jo 1dan
-Uod ajoym ay) sem 11 Ing Ajeaisnw feme

¥3avuvd LIH 2L

Bures w,| Ing uaRip a9 Wb s3jfis pue
215N Ayl BunoA g usen s|ns Agsoid puy
‘Ujpddaz pal 10 ‘awn Isiy ay) Joj umaig
SALE[ 0] Paualsl| | UaYan ydws peig

“puIL Aw malg
N[ ‘spleausye §9am e Joj eads uena
1,Upjncd | pue uo eyl ind | ‘3 uo sdod auyy
le pey pue Ayesds e pue [Auin uo sem 3|
‘wnq|y ajiym sojeag ayl ol pauajsy pue
pauajs 106 | Jybu auo Jee| sieak om Jo
SUo UYL "uo pauim Agipaul os snf sem
| Hmis eyl je pue sjog smojen sbuos

“Bunok
alam am  Uaym o} pauay
=SI| @M UDIYM ‘¥D0J piey pue
[B18W Areay JO JUsApe 3joym Ay}
aney nok snid 'soz, 8y pue s09, Ayl wouy
0} PausIs!| M JBL3 JISNW 3y} WoJ) $30U3
-Njjul 343 Jo ([ arey apn dn e 1 Jpeq o
spouad sijiea ssoy) Jaye awed jey) Jisnu
JO S1B3A O BU) SARY M ‘[am ‘Ueas sy

“heid
1B 5puUnos pue sadusnjul Alejodwiaiucd
Ajpyuyap aie asu) Ing ‘punos sgz, Aluea
pue spg, 21e| Aaa B aAey SBUCY Ay ‘dH

'sau0 Bunsaseiul Ing 'siaaya pasn
Aoyl wayl o1 Buwalsy asayy Wby alam
NoA I pBpUNOS aABY PINOM }I 3I| Papunos
1| -uonanpod syl 1noge [epads Buiyy

L Sburyy burddin-puiw

‘Aeme peay 4noA aye} jeyl sbuos a1 |,

aw majg Aaul eyl yonw os Ajeal 3,usem
3| 9w pawjaymiano 1snf ssiy -ssiy Aq
Aneay Jy sem | usy) “s19f 3yl 8 Auuag
pue uyor uoi|3 sqfel :weyein uln

140 Buiob 1snl aie sAnb asoy
jUBwW ‘pog, ‘il Sem | “Jeyl i asam pey |
saduaLadxe Buiuais Isiiy aY| "SaARsUIaY) SI
yaiym 1s9q ay) ssaidxa o1 moy mouy Ajeas
Aoyl 1eym Buimoyioy a1, hayl alyp ‘uo
8w suny Ajeas Jeym s “sbuiyy Jo padse [en
-J3LULIOD 3} INoge BuiAuom Jou pue as00)|
Buia) pue paugyuiun Ajejey Buiag s Apog
-awos (98} | a1eym buiyiue os yEswiy
sassaldxa sy Moy Syl “palgiyuiun noge

INSNODE 3YL |2 LM Il uladdaz
P9 Yo :uloyy Jaydoisuyy
“BunoA Ajjeas sem | uaym

2isnur oju) Bumsb Aeal jo sauo
-WaW 1Sa1ped AW Jo auo sem )i pue ‘sBuipy
pue A3upeTdpy |ned Ag uny ayj uQ pueg
Buleay Jsquiswal | :suaasls siaboy
“Jey; 01 asnoy buiuesp wop

Aw Jaquawar | sauowaw Jo 10| e xdeq
sbuuq Anysadey sbupy ajoied) puy wayl
0} Bulua)si| pauels | Jaije Gojeled ajoym
auyy 106 | ‘pAoj juld :uCOH uouueyS
¢souanadxa (easnw Buipxa 1saipes nok
4O 3UD JaqWRWal NoA ue) :uepeled MH

‘INgap papi

as buijas wnunejd JaLy pue w
1nge ye1 o) Jayjaboy 106 |je uooy
uouueys Jabuis pue ‘weyeig ua|n

J3WWNIP ‘YHws pelg 1sisseq 'SUaAlLS

1aboy pue uioy] saydoisuyd sisueinb

Apuaday ‘auo se Buiuonauny sAnb aaly

a1,kay} 1eyy 1oey auyy ul sal pueq
R, 3yl Jo Jamod anJl ayl aAdlag

| Uoj3 pullg JO siaquaw EF



