'BEST NEW BAND

RLinD MeLoN

~ man watchi over us;

scaoped our Best’-llew Band category! HUGH HACKETT talks
bumble bees aud phrlosophy with vocalist SHANNON HOON ...

RACKLING DOWN the
line from Vancouver
(“the city that loves
m&" Hoon was

to be overwhelmed with the
news that his group, Blind
‘Melon, have been voted Best
Band in the RAW Readers’

Wl that's pretty cool.” he
" diawls before revealing that
'*sufh aocotades don’t really
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interest him. “I don’t care too
much about polls and things like
that, but anything that lets you'l,
know you have support from
people is cool | guess. I'm very
' flattered and I’'m very surprised.
“I’'ve been in a bubble for
about the last year and a half,
and you hear things like, ‘Wow,
you guys are doing really well’,
but my daily routine hasn't really
changed, and everything else is
i | just words ..." he tails off, before
perking up with the cheery
announcement, “I finally get my
| . own hotel room, that’s kind of

|

nice! | can get away from the
guys for a while, I'm ready to kill
them!”

Nineteen ninety-three has
been something of a momentous
year for Blind Melon, with the
' outrageous Stateside success of
their ‘No Rain’ single (from the
band's eponymously titled début
| 'album) garnering the five-piece
massive exposure.

“It all caught on the last,
corner. We're ready to recorda
new record, and | think now we’ll
be maturing in the public eye. It
seems like there's this invisible |

 disappointed!”

everybody’s trying to find
something wrong with us now.
But the people who listen to our |
music know where we're coming 4
from ... so if a bee girl floats
down the middle of a shopping
mall somewhere | think the
people who know what we're
about will know we didn't have
anything to do with that!

“You just have to laugh and
not let it affect you. I've always
believed the more you have, the
more you have to lose. It’s kind
of a sketchy thing and you just -
learn to keep it at arms lerigth.
We're still a young band, and if
people don’t expect too much
out of us, they won't he
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Hoon, in case you haven’t
guessed, is one of life’s laid back

individuals. He is loathe to set



rope. I had are
on that tour.

‘ the band’s major UK exposure
last May, opening for Guns.

of parts. We're g ff in get sketched out in a room with
| diﬂererit direotid On of b 4 people in it. Whgn
; j 00{5 people looking at
- me, | subconscmusiy build a bi
wall. You fi l hke you‘
! al suppoiml the song snd }
Britain seems finally to be in ilne | dance man to make everybody
_-.foraomeBll M he: A e ich i
‘ Hakes. | 3 it 1 recently, the Me
lan nght now |s onemore |  “You know the ingwe 'brleﬂy tnpped round this Isle
ound of American shows | haven’t had the chance to do
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