ALL PIX: PETE CRONIN

| building in Los Angeles.with his
face covered in mutilated

- sunflowers? And why has the
‘Blind Melon frontman written
‘No hlppyn"ﬂ’ in magic marker on his left
hand? There's a simple explanation:
Shannon has twigged that RAW think his
band are a bunch of hippies and has just
exacted his revenge by taking the beautiful
yellow and black flowers that snapper
‘Cronin has brought along as photosession
props, jumping up and down on them and
shredding them all over the roof of the
building.

It’s all done jokingly, but Hoon succeeds
in making his point. So does it irritaie him
when people call his band hippies o inaybe
even slackers?

“Nah, that's just laziness on their part,”
sighs the newly shorn singer. “The people
who say that shou!d look a bit further into
the picture. If I got mad about things like
that I'd just be wasting my energy.”

Nevertheles=, it's 2 fact that Blind Melon
began life in a commune-style environment.
Just five guys playing music for the sheer
enjoyment of it, oblivious to the scheming
and manipulation which is the trademark of
the modern-day music industry.

“lsn’t that why everybody starts?” he
objects. “To call us hippies is a
misrepresentation which has maybe been
based on our appearance or on the people
that we’ve hung out with. However you
define a hippy, I'm sure you'll find those
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hi‘ppies He’ s writing songs about seﬁal kxliem.
“Has the major success of the band’s début 2lbum
driven him mad? On the eve of the release of new'
album, ‘Soup’, DAVE LING flies to TA to find out...

HY IS Shannon Hoon lying on
‘the roof of the Capitol Records

- characteristics in every single human
 being.”

- doesn’t even support the legalisation of
- cannabis.

- around that | wouldn’t want them enhanced
- by anything,” he theorizes. “To some

. people it would be a good thing, but | don’t
- want to see a nine-year-old getting high.”

- arranges them in a pyramid shape on the

. table, saving the clear ones till last. And

* later, while discussing Blind Melon’s

- difficult acclimatisation to fame, he springs

Blind Melon experience life at the top, LA, 1995. (I-r}) Glen Graham, |
Rogers Stevens, Shannon Hoon, Christopher Thorn, Brad Smith.

Our supposedly pot-crazy subject

“There are so many ignorant people

LACKER OR otherwise, Shannon Hoon
is an unconventional interviewee. As
we chat he opens a bag of multi-
coloured jelly bear sweeties and
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‘catch? A truck or a ca

that you caught a fish?




u nd skin..
ce Of The Lambs was

hanglng in his closet and he
. would dance around wearing

© them."

The song also includes the
rather freaky line, ‘I realise this
skin I'm in isn’t mine’, which
could have far deeper

. connotations.
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“Yeah, it's ambiguous.

. Sometimes you don’t feel like




