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Shannon Hoon is an angry man. Well, maybe not angry. Pissed off is mo
Actually, he's perturbed. He's caliing from Las Vegas—the capita
desperation and greed—where his band, Blind Melon, did ils most i
he's jusl lost-a bundie playing blackjack

'| didt play Vegas,” the vacalist Jaments, “Vegas played me!” CW '
larist Rogers Stevens lis mastered the game, and he wana hundle (thotiOM e stil

describes Vegas as "smbodying the American dream with the rotting carcasses of
capitalism.")
Althotgh: the finer points of blackjack may have e
males have succeeded in a far more important ga
¢ indusry. Sales of their self-titled debut albun
fi part fo the populari
biend of rock and fol
and progressive strains, T
lics enthu
finds true happiness ar
v llie proverbial beat of a diff R 1 W
when you couldn't turn MTV or il inutes without seeing the ¢l
Shannon would just 3s soon fOMIMMSINE. however | le worries that
might be paying more attention lo T8 music accompanying the visuals.
“There wds a time when nobody knew what any of our songs were," he says.
"Having people just hear the band jam and enjoy it and lelting Uil be all that mat-
tered was kind of a good thing. Nov V¢ a song that everybody knows. A quy
can sit in the fronis i o shirt and look at us; jaded. Then when he hears that
one song, he S claps and looks at me like we're communicating on
some level. It's 8 ple-to get it for more than he bes girl, People say,
\ people love the song because of the video, then Ihey're
the song is "

ke the fact thal sume peopie like ‘No Rain® only becanse of the video,
ues. "It needs to-be the other way around, If it's not, then don'l by our

In spite;of Shannon's siance, the band has lensed a second clip, f
; Tones of Home." Inspired by the bandimembers® small-town Lupbringings,
the tune addresses certain closed-minded atlitudes and behaviors they arew ug wilh,
Hoan, for example; encountered T
| love where: | come | ot of social classes there that are
very discriminatary nst athers' appearances and ways of life. I've golten more
posilive feedback from the stoners in my communily than from any of the f2ki
ple who stoad on their pedestals and pointed their fingers, thinking they ware right
ihe lime."
Stevens, oo, grew up in a conservative area
W ippi, in the country, ncar a small fown," the 26-year-old ex-
anded down by parents from generation
lilude has disgusted me since | was a kid. | was always turned off
i the reasons | left.”
1 youths found themselves traveling tf
seareh of fellow musicians with 2 similar fee| for lhe emo
were in fora big surprise, luwever
“I underwent a massive cullurat awakening when | left the South and muved oit
West," recalls Lhe bookish, infrospective Stevens. ") was only 18, fresh ol
school, and had r n:the " is somewhat at
cal. Brad [Smith, bas ela idle verse, an
wrote the first varse. So the songis sort of about our collective view of leay
pressed, conservative environments and becoming more awa
how | viewed Los Angeles w first got ihere | was so disillusioned. | assumed it
Wwas gonna be this utapian environmerit with lots of great musicians playing, all want=
Ing lo du different things. There would be good music going: on, and it wouldnt be
hard fo find other musicians with similar ideas. Obviosly, you have fo wado through a
It of sludoe to find that.”
Hoon had a similar experience, sleeping on Smillr's couch i Culver Gty (“a pretty
bland, industrial part of town") and evenlually moving in with a cowerker of Stevens’,
d late himself. The three musicians hooked up w ver, Pennsylvania,
emigre: Christopher Thorn [guitar] and called tipon the drumming skills of Missis-
sippian Glen Graham
Ihough their demo was already making the rounds—eventually impressing Capi-
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BEST BY MAIL

Rates. Wrile National, Box 5. Sarasola, FL 34230

BEBLIND VMELO

QF INTEREST TO ALL
J’\FR{( AN-AMERICAN BUSINESS REPORTS. 20 unicue low

ATHLETE‘-‘; le“'REAQE \"OUR Vertical Jump By Upto 12

Inches Call 1.800.08

HOW SOVIET SPIL._, Used h.,t,q. wre To Cunirol Amence

$6.00 LSASE: Information Soclety, Box S40062, Omana, NE

B1n4

UNSECURED VISAS, 96°%. APPROVAL!
it Card Today! SASE: Buox 05128 (R

joy Your Own
. Atlanla, GA
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Z8A ZSA GABOR'S
(. 4(3

(continued from page 47)
now. don't sound anything like lhose. People are either
gonna like tne new alhum, or ey e st gonna wonrder
what he fiell Ndppened Wos and w|'dl drogs we luok.”

do cxplode, IFs nol because people don't v

lhe music; il's just because the energy, in the 10

A Nitte hit lon mueh Tor everyhody, and-we-all kind of
had & nervous breakdown logeltier”

NOW WOMEN-MEN IT'S TRUE YOU CAN TONE

SKIN LIKE STARS IN 30 DAYS GUARANTEE
Using TOPICLEAR #1 Physician formula one for $15 post paid
Two for $14 ea. /P or UD facial bleaching pearl cream
30 days supply $9.95+ 1 5/H, 12 weeks $24 +$1.50 S/H.
Not sold anywhere slse Send check, MO to
TNA PRODUCTS CO.

Box 51534, Bowling Green, KY 42102, USA
Qutside US add $1 to ea. S/H

9" Learher MoToRcycLe Jackers ; ;
$149 CHicaGo Cop LEATHERS $149

SEND $4 FOR 56 PAGE OATALOG
B58 W, BELMONT » Dept. AP + GHIGAGO + IL 60657
T-5hirts » Leathers * Gargoyles » MG Boots » Jewelry

@ CALL TopaY 1-800-99-ALLEY
. §7 SHIPPING

{H

SONGWRITERS/ARTISTS
DO YOU WRITE SONGS? DO YOU SING?
How to protect, copyright, submit & sell your songs.
Publisher evaluations available. Valuable informa-
tion. Must be over 18. $2.95 1st min. $1.95 each
additional minute. CALL 1-900-772-7664.

MUSICIANS : Flanning to move to
L.A. ? Perhaps my experience

Send S.A.S.E. + $3, 't.o.PO.,

97290-0142 for newsletter,

can help you to do it right. &

box #90142 Portland, Oregon 1

SKULL FOOT
Large 100%,

whn‘:i ’

check or o Q;},
PRIVATE |
PO, Box 7744
Roansche. VA 24019-0744

FREE'E. 11°S LIDE!
PARIY LIHE DATING

1-809-563-0160

Reguiar intarnational long distance charges apply

FREE COMPACT DISC &
WASSETTE CATALOG
oW Prices & HardHoFind ltems
BARRY PUBLICATIONS
477 82nd Street
Brooklyn, NY 11209

nate high for felon, thouah, 1S
Iit“*lf‘ﬂhl.z fbest “The best shows
mad ware shows where the club was so full that there
was fhat .nf‘anr of danger, where you really didn't know
whether you were gonnia make it 1o the next sona. | mean,
there was a lob-of energy In some rooms where there
Was N0 way seeunty was gumg lo be able to handle
what was:going lo starl; and everybody knew hat al the
same { TE. When nnm,rhmig knaws ihat, all that has o
nappen ist 1510 be pulled open.
On the stages | ae e pawnrl riow, that's a big element
that |'miss. | liked those shows where you wondered if
you were gonna make it to the end. And even if things

PSSR T I A A R
Musicians!l Rock 'n Rollers]|
and other good people!!

STAGECLOTHES
Hot Dresses — Stretch Jeans
Laredo Boots - Dr. Martens
STAGE CLOTHES, USA - Dept. R
13 South 7th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402

Big New Catalog 52 Refundable
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Peaple cerainly do want 1o, hear the music, as evi-
denced by the flood of baliﬁls that poured into ol of-
fices naming Blind Melon Bast Group'in our Readars’
Poll. The band's unustial combination ot volatility and
soulfulness has brouaht them sudden success and
nillions uf fans, and it looks: like this 15 just the begin-
ning, Gatch them when they play a show near you, and
experience (heir unique vibe for yoursell: If honesty is
the best policy, Blind Melon just might be' candidates
for sainthopd. «

ROCK VAULT ANSWERS

olis; David Johansen.
th Foik

o p—truth serum
0. GG Allin
1. Axl Rose and Jimmy Page
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