ASSUE Y - L

WINNERS LOSERS

PEARLJAM  STONE TEMPLE
o DR.DRE MEAT LOAF
Sllll ASYLUM WHITNEY HOUS
CYPRESS HILL  SUEDE
JANETJACKSON

BEAVIS  BUTT-HEAD




ROCK & ROLL

FRANK ZAPPA By David Fricke

During his lifetime, Frank Zappa was called many things: musi-
cal genius, brilliant satirist, fearless iconoclast, tireless innova-
tor, control freak, puerile humorist. But for a man of such
apparent contradictions and comprehensive ambition, Zappa —
who died Dec. 4 at the age of 52 — was an artist of singular con-
viction and focused energy.

PLUS: SOUNDGARDEN, 17 LIZ PHAIR, 20
NATIONAL AFFAIRS

SINFUL WAGES By William Greider

The working poor have been earning less and less every year for
nearly the last two decades. Why, then, is President Clinton
wavering on his promise to raise the minimum wage?

INONE-A-DAY By Francis Wilkindon

Can the FDA take your vitamins? A lot of citizens think that’s
exactly what the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act means —
and they're letting their senators and representatives know.

FEATURE STORIES

KURT COBAIN By David Fricke

Our man in Nirvana rages on (and on) about stardom, father-
hood, his feud with Pearl Jam, the death of grunge and why he's
never been happier in his life.

1994 mUsIC AWARDS

Another year, another poll and another set of jarring but reveal-
ing inconsistencies. The battle between Pearl Jam, Nirvana and

U2 continues, but the best-of roll calls on both the readers’ and s,

critics’ sides of the fence are heavy on new blood — Soul Asylund,
Stone Temple Pilots, Cypress Hill, Dr. Dre, Liz Phair a.rxﬁ
Counting Crows. h
PLUS: ARTISTS’ PICKS, 44

REVIEWS
ACTING MUSCLE Movies by Peter Traverds. |
Can the likes of Julia Roberts, Johnny Depp and
Lewis put the zip back in a sagging winter box office?
SNOOP & CUBE By Touré :
Snoop Doggy Dogg's Doggystyle is fillgdse
feats. Ice Cube's Lethal Injection is filledss
rhymes. But Cube’s success has only co§eh
may cost him his life. s

PLUS: cD NEWS, 56

pEPr Al ENTS
CORRESPONDENCE, "
RANDOM NOTES
HOT STUFF
CHARTS .. 4

i Nirvana by Mark Seliger, Kalamazoo, Mich.,
October 1993. Grooming by Kathy Price. Styling by Cyndy Warlow for
Visages. Prop styling by Lori Seliger.

FRAMNBEAPPA [llustration by Philip Burke
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See the Sound.
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izing in-car monitor graphics planned for future release.
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At Alpine,we’re planning the future of mobile audj he future of the automobile.
Within the next decade,automobile interiors rgo dramatic changes.
And with our unique combination of expertisé,technology and vision,
we intend to be on the leadipg.edge of those developments.
We're working on an intelligent,integrated n t will link all your car’s electronics—audio,
video,navigation,phone,fax,and to a central monitor and control.
Watch for it.And watch Alpine. You’ll see the future.
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Backastage at HeCabe's

ere’sa

: s switch: an
item on SOUL ASY-
LUM! (Lovely people
but they have the
SLASH-like habit of
jumping onstage with
everyone.) In this
case, it was with L1Z
PHAIR at her gig at
Santa Monica’s inti-
mate McCabe's
Guitar Shop, where
DAVE PIRNER and
DAN MURPHY pre-
viewed new material,
a].'ld lOCal pl‘lennm-
enon BECK opened up. Backstage,
WINONA RYDER called Phair's
show “amazing,” despite the number

of record-biz honchos present.

t only looked impromptu when
XTC's ANDY PARTRIDGE

leaped onstage during AIMEE

Mann i joined by troubadour Partridge.

MANN's show at New York City's
Bottom Line to sing “Collideascape.”
Says Mann: “1 figured once he heard
me sing it and not do a very good
job, he’d push me out of the way and
start singing, which is pretty much
what happened."

y mom just about passed
out when I told her I

was gonna back up MARTHA
REEVES " says AFGHAN WHIGS

| frontman GREG DULILI

| abuses in 36 countries. “Ir'= 2

“Thas righl

| Below: Gabriel, Merchant and Odetta in
| Bouton. Right: A clothed Shannon Hoon.

there was a Kodak moment.”
It came about when the
Whigs brought the Motown
icon onstage with them dur-
ing their show in Detroit.

Martha and the Afghandellas
worked through appropriate-

ly ramshackle versions of

“Heat Wave” and “What's
Going On.”

ideo pioneer !

GABRIEL's focus fiow
includes the group Witness, which
just shipped#idéa cameras 1w
human—[‘ighl.s groups encount ering

vay of

Heat wave: Dulli onstage with B

L' Ed

‘ documenting what’s going on in a

| way it can’t be denied,” Gabriel said
at Boston's annual Reebok Human
Rights Awards. Gabriel
was joined by MICHAEL
STIPE, NATALIE MER-

CHANT and ODETTA,

NOTABLE NEWS

PAUL ROBICHEAU

who led the crowd in a moving ren-
dition of “We Shall Overcome.”

L;i,\'i’.R;\l, PUBLIC re-

formed, TONY BENNETT
swung by, and BLIND MELON's
SHANNON HOQN kept his clothes
on. All in all, the L.A. radio station

KROQ)'s acoustic Christmas show

JEFF KRAVITZ

RKLAND

was a success. The acts at the Uni-
versal Amphitheater, ranging from
SMASHING PUMPKINS to CRACK-
ER, raised funds for L.A.'s homeless.
One bad vibe was RAGE AGAINST
THE MACHINE's ZACK “Grinch”
DE LA ROCHA, who wouldn'’t “cele-
| brate this lie that is Christmas.”

The work of esteemed Random ‘
Notes photographer KEVIN ;
MAZUR will be exhibited at
Nikon House Photo Gallery, in |
New York City, beginning Jan. 18. |
On hand are photos from every ‘
conceivable music event, which . |
showcases Mazur’s innumerable
talents. A few of Mazur’s more
well-known pals are likely to drop
by....Cuddly rapper-sensitive guy
EAZY-E is now a volunteer for the
Compton, Calif., fire depart- |
ment. He’s in the process of film-
ing a public-service announce-
ment. ... Songwriter OTIS BLACK-
WELL is saluted in the tribute
album “Brace Yourself,” with cov-
ers by, among others, FRANK
BLACK and TOM VERLAINE.
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