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“lt ull has to'do with emoﬁon, commumt
‘- tm, and the heart.
Everyione of our lives are touchéd'b
ate, pain,
courage, beauty, hope, failure; dreams hll-
llled and dreams fur

s fallen still and ¢
orted attrdef

cars, séx,. the seductively limitless depths of

z.

a lov
world.
hose who are driven {a.communicai
ook upon tears and-do their
best to pass alofg their obsefvations. Safie enotions/and some
s, are so sharp and vitahthat ihe onl' way to make“sense of
them is to bring it right yp'in peoples’dfices. Music js'the key fo tht,

yes, unddeuth It’s wggmplex

iBang, therelifis, right upsgigainst amn mikeéiand into thase”
fuckers” ears! Slamithat jom, Sam: Fake with,your acousticand knock

_the|r asseswith the electric, Nothing' up.my sleeve; but watch

‘re a lyricssli
people are linik; ount'the block to'drop their doffar
und hear you| hollet, if your sout's really on fire and the fldmes keep
cllmbing, you've gakto find anetlier way to'gef those emotions and
that pain and'love and allithat out into-the light. So you get tattoged.
Tattoos agesthe billbogediof the soulythe scorebogd of the hea
Tt's your life right there on your hide, for everybody fo see;-and in a
lot 6f ways, a pafich.of tattooed skin is abouf as nude as
get. Wearing yourfieart on youF'sleeve is a'joke when y
go ahecd il wear yourheart on your goddamn arm
* Music il lattoos aresss natural tegether as
Eachione feeds the other, compliments the »
ek amplifies | the other. ItSgsbeautiful
and we can’t get enough of it. _
', Tdttoos and Rack ‘N’ Roll is, we
ik, 0 gr%f contribution to the nate
of musicians and tattogin
' (pressive aff)
one place, atdast.
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By Jef Hickey

Photos by Eric Stickler

Picture yourself on a warm summer after-
noon, hanging out with your friends on a wide
open field. Above is the crystal blue skypunder-
foot is a healthy pastel green grass. THers is
plenty of food and the drink flows fregiy.
Laughter fills the air. There’s not even & hint
of negativity—just lots of love and companion-
ship. All you would need to comiplete this beau-
tiful day are righteous tunes| But who would
compose the soundtrack for this wonderful sce-
nario? Blind Melon would, my friend.

Even though Blind Melon is on the cusp of
stardom and there apé no gigns of tapering off,
Shannon Hoon, vocalist and master of friendly
smiles, is as humble a8 éan be when talking
about life, his music, and his tattoos—humble
but guarded. “Igot these tattoos during differ-
ent phases of my life,” he said. “They have
more meaning for me than I can tell you. You
would get a diluted version. It’s more inside
than outside.

“Myfamily split up when I was seventeen,”
Hoomn gaid. “Before, we were what I thought
was & strong unit as a family. I then had to
become accustomed to not having that. I got a
tattoo after four or five years of having to go
tonChristmas dinners just to be with my imme-
diate family. We all got together for Christmas,
80 I had to mark that occasion.”

The artists who have helped Shannon and the
rest of Blind Melon memorialize events that
have shaped and molded the young lads include
Rockwood Rick from Sunset Tattoo, Rick at
Purple Panther and their homeboy from
Lafayette, Indiana, Dave Sucer. Dave is cur-
rently working on Shannon’s not-yet-ready-for-
prime-time-viewing back piece—a school of fish.
Hoon also longs for a piece called “The Healer,”
after a painting by Betty LeDuke.

No matter how depressing the condition of
the world or how bad the newspaper news,
Blind Melon tries to live always in summer
days under clear skies. They strive for care-
free, unconditional love with the tolerance of
individuality, both in the music they play and
in the day-to-day living that inspires art and
song. Happy days are here again.

Peace.
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