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32 THE MAGNIFICENT 7

L7 is wild. L7 rocks hard. Oh yeah, L7 also happens to be
four women who don't want to hear another word about it.
By Renée Crist.

37 THE“F’ WORD

Rock musicians have never had qualms about using
profanity. So when did “feminism"” become such a
dirty word? By Ann Powers.

41 GIRLS ON FILM
MTV’s Judy McGrath on women in the video age.
By Craig Marks.

42 LET'S GO LOLLAPALOOZA'93

The third annual Lollapalooza festival is coming
to an outdoor venue near you. Take along SPIN's
guide to the madness.

50 DAYDREAM BELIEVERS

Other rappers argue that P.M. Dawn's Prince Be has his
head in the clouds. He says that's just the way he wants it.
By Danyel Smith.

54 SPIN'S 1993 READERS POLL
You put up with our opinions all year long. This month,
we're prepared to put up with yours.

- . = 56 GOD ROCKS
The devil went down to Waco and
a gave new meaning to the term
“death metal.” David Koresh
thought he was a rock messiah
— of biblical
’ : proportions.
"- - By Darcey Steinke.
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How come hip hop fans won't ¥
pay attention to Yo Yo when she's (
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g

SPINOUT 96
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By Jim Greer.

L7, from left: Jennifer Finch,
Suzi Gardner, Dee Plakas,
and Donita Sparks.
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‘ars that make sense.

the level higher. As Novoselic
delivered the opening lines of
“Territorial Pissings,” the chorus of the

Youngbloods '67 single “Get Together”

converted into laughable '90s
punchline, he didn’t sound happily
deranged but rather ironic and weary,
a little bummed that those sentiments
were still such a joke. The “gotta find a
way / A better way" chorus gained
weight in the night's context. Other
songs' lyrics grew creepy as well, like
the repetitions of “Negative Creep”
(“Daddy’s little girl ain't a girl no more”)
and the chorus of “Been a Son.” At
those points when the sound broke

BIG HEAD TODD AND
The Mangy Moc

March 26, 1993

Far from the n-glutted music
waters of Ne id Los Angeles, a
more conventional kind of rock

spectacle fills the sails of many an
MTV-ruddered dinghy. For Big Head
T d the Monsters, a technically
-hardly groundbreaking trio
ilder, Colorado, the Mangy
Moose, a rustic-looking bar and
restaurant within spitting distance of
the Teton Village ski slopes outside

Jackson Hole, is an ideal venue.

Like their fellow post-Dead cronies
Blues Traveler, Spin Doctors, and
Widespread Panic, the Monsters have
steeped themselves in the purposeful
brand of blues-based rock popularized
by '60s supergroups such as Cream,
Ten Years After, and the Jimi Hendrix
Experience. And like their compatriots,
Todd Park Mohr (singer-songwriter-
guitarist), Rob Squires (bass), and
Brian Nevin (drums) won a devoted fan
base with their jam-heavy live shows,
first at the University of Colorado at

down into sonic torture experimen’

as Cobain wandered the stage pullii
feedback choruses from his guitar and
kneeling to it, he resembled another
son of Washington State named Jimi as

much as he did Thurst ra. To
any ecstatic fans sad have
to make the trek to the etadiurn next

time Nirvana comes to town, well,
that's the price you pay when your
heroes ar

BRIAN KEIZER

Donations ic (e Balkan Women's Aid

Fund can be sent to 800 5th Avenue,
Rox 100, Seattle, WA 98104

THE MONSTERS

'oon, Jackson Hole, Wyoming,

Boulder and, later, all the way up the
snow belt to Chicago.

The fresh-faced, youngish aprés-ski
crowd sang along with virtually every
song, including those from Another
Mayberry and Midnight Radio, the
band's two self-released albums, and
Sister Sweetly, its major-label debut.
Mohr, a tall, dark, and imposing
character, is the band's focus, his
supple Claptonesque leads and gruff
baritone vocals its raison d'étre.
“Broken Hearted Savior,” an AOR radio
hit, garnered the most attentive
applause. “Bittersweet,”
a Midnight Radio track
re-recorded for Sister
Sweetly, was the show's
emotional high point;
Mohr repeatedly
dragged the line “it's a
bittersweet surrender”
over the band’s
appealing boogie vamp.
Baring its bar-band
roots, the Monsters
elicited whoops from
the audience when they
dipped into a well-worn
bag of covers—the best
being a reworked “Ring
of Fire"; the worst, a
watery “Beast of
Burden™and a maudlin “Mona Lisa.”

Big Head Todd and the Monsters
have it better than most groups of their
ilk, though: Squires and Nevin make for
a snappy rhythm section, and this band
makes no heady claims beyond its
music. A couple of locally brewed
beers into the show, | glanced up at the
whole stuffed moose suspended from
the rafters and began to appreciate a
world in which Big Head Todd and the
Monsters fill the rock’n’roll needs of
their devoted fans.

“Big Head’
Todd Park Mohr

ALEC FOEGE




