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Oscars d

® Map on page 48.
By Jeffrey Jolson-Colburn

You're so nervous you can’t
complete a sentence, the gown’s
too small, you canit find the tick-
ets, your hairdPesser was snippy
and the limo’s runmng late. Wel-
come to the happiest day of your
life.

That joyful celebration of movie-
making, Oscar Day, could be one of

Survival guide for awar's night

the hardest, most nerve-wracking
days of your life.

But there are some tricks the
seasoned pros use to survive
Hollywood's big event that will
come in handy for anyone going to
the show.
® Know the turf: The Writer's
Guild says roadblocks outrank wri-
ter’'s block as the main reason
scribes don’t make it to the Acade-

my Award podium. Some folks do a
dry run ahead of time to find the
smoothest route. Learn the best
routes, including shortcuts and al-
ternate approaches that will save
the day if you're running late in
heavy traffic or protesters block a
specific street — a very real possi-
bility. Keep your eyes peeled for
traffic-blocking sit-ins on key sur-

See SURVIVAL on page 48

own tothe wire

Only sure thing
fonight 1s there
1S no sure thing

eQOscar Preview special section
begins on page 27.
By Robert Osborne

Oscar’s day of reckoning for
1991 has — at last — arrived.

Not a moment too soon either,
because not in recent memory has
an Academy Award race been less
predictable or more riddled with
question marks. It’s anyone’s ball
game.

That was true when this year’s
potential winners were first being
discussed; it’s just as accurate to-
day as the clock starts ticking right
down to the Big Show itself.

If some say it’s going to be the
year of “The Silence of the
Lambs,” which won the New York
Film Critics prize, just as many
See ANALYSIS on page 54

The five nominees vying for the
honor of being named best picture
at tonight’s 64th annual Academy
Awards presentation are, clock-
wise from top left, “The Prince of
Tides,” “Bugsy,” “Beauty and the

Beast,” “The Silence of the
Lambs” and “JFK.”

HOLLYWOOD'S BIG NIGHT IS HERE! §

Oscar statuette copyright AMPAS
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L.A. film czar politics heat up

At issue: Will the film industry or mayor’s office be calling the shots?

By Jeffrey Daniels

Before anyone has been named,
Los Angeles’ new film czar post in
the mayor's office is creating a
hornet’s nest of controversy —
both in and out of City Hall.

At issue appears to be the selec-
tion process, which some have
charged has been turned over to
the film industry. But the mayor’s
office insists that it will be calling
all the shots and naming the per-
son for the film executive post.

One source familiar with the sit-
uation called it “an extraordinarily
unusual thing. Is this person going
to be a lobbyist for the industry on
the mayor’s staff?” _

Earlier this month, the Los An-
geles City Council unanimously
approved a proposal creating the

film post — officially known as
director of motion picture and tele-
vision affairs (HR 3/16). Mayor
Tom Bradley has since put his sig-
nature on the measure, although
the Board of Public Works still
needs to approve a location permit
fee hike to pay for the new
position.

Also raising eyebrows has been
the role of Maureen Kindel — a
former Bradley appointee and lob-
byist hired by the Alliance of Mo-
tion Picture and Television Pro-
ducers to push for the film post.
Interestingly, Kindel has been de-
scribed in published reports as a
top fund-raiser for the mayor. She
denies it.

“This whole situation is now
more political than it’s ever been,”

FBC affils lose right to
retitle shows for ratings

By Barry Layne

NEW YORK — In a blow to FBC
and its affiliates, A.C. Nielsen has
decided to cancel its decision to
allow local FBC stations to desig-
nate the network’s irregular movie
offerings as local programs rather
than FBC fare, sources confirmed
here Friday.

The Nielsen decision deals with
the retitling of program origin — a
practice that would have allowed
FBC's affiliates to designate, or re-
title, a network movie telecast as a
al program — and returns the
carch company’s policy to earli-
g-standing terms.
terms were changed last
r, under intense lobbying
il, and its affiliate advisory

. (HR 10/18/91)
L-". a memo to its stations, s€opy

of which has been obtained by the
Hollywood Reporter, FBC's 460
research executive, Andy FeSsél
wrote:

“Under pressure from compets
ing independent stations and affili-
ates of the other three networks,
in October 1991 Nielsen will re-
voke the movie #ithiig option that
Fox affiliates have bBéen able to
utilize to propetly reéprésent the
integrated nature of the intermit-
tent titles of Fox Night At The
Movies and the continuing local
primetifiies movies under a local
‘undbrella® title.”

FBC, Fessel's memo said, was
informed of Nielsen's decision to
re-revise its rules on March 17,

One critical reason for its
change of heart, Nielsen indicated

See FBC on page 64

Comedy crowns to Crystal, Bergen

Billy Crystal got the most laughs
from fellow comedians Saturday,
picking up two Amesican Comedy
Awards for h&Wark &n the film
“City Slickers“andiasflost of the
Academy Awargs.

Candice Bergen Won as funniest
actress in a television series for
her portrayal of acerbic journalist
“Miiiphys, Brown.” Jerry Seinfeld
ook the trophy for funniest TV
series aetor for “Seinfeld.”

The mation’s top comedy tal-
ents, as determined by their peers,
were honored at the sixth annual

American Comedy Awards pre-
sentation at the Shrine Auditorium
in Los Angeles.

The awards show will air as a
two-hour special on ABC-TV on
May 13th.

Phyllis Diller and Johnny Carson
were voted lifetime achievement
awards. Penny Marshall received a
lifetime creative achievement
award — the only comedy award
presented in a non-performing
category.

Lily Tomlin won as funniest ac-

See COMEDY on page 66

added the source. Another source
said the process is “tainted by im-
proper maneuvering of outsiders.”
“The AMPTP and LAFDC with
(Board of Public Works commis-
sioner) Percy Duran's office and
Deputy Mayor (Linda) Griego are
doing the interviewing,” said Herb
Jellinek, president of the maydrs
appointed L.A. Film Development
Committee. “He (Bradley) indicats
ed he’s looking for our

recommendation.”
See FILM CZAR on page 66

Nosotros says
Latinos ignored
by Oscar show

By David Robb
Highanie répresentation at the
Oscags, particularly as presenters,
“has €& @nd continues to be
lacking,"“dCcording to Nosotros,
the 22-year- nld orgcmi/ation dedi-

m ("J-!r.

released 11‘1da3,
~ Allen

M rujillo sa
fied witl
Academy
concerns.”

Gil Cates, producer of
Oscar show, sa
ished” by Nosotros ment.
See NOSOTROS fesg

WNYW cuts post
of programmer

By Barry Layne
NEW YORK — FBC fiagshs
0&0 WNYW-TV on Friday jomes
the growing ranks o
have eliminated tk n of 2
stand-alone : prog
naming its head of 3
marketing to helm a co d pro-
gramming and 101
department.
Moving up the ladder as 2 resa

See WNYW

‘Beast,’ ‘Brldge

PR teams hailed
By Andrea King

Publicists for “Beauty and th
Beast” and CBS' “Bro
ge” were honored Frid
29th annual Publicists
Awards Luncheon held at

Sheraton Universal Hotel.
Sec PGA on pasm &4
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[, ONGRATULATIONS TO
THE

A COLUMBIA PICTURES PRESENTATION OF

A BARWOOD/LONGFELLOW PRODUCTION OF
A BARBARA STREISAND FILM

BEST PICTURE

BEST ACTOR
Nick Nolte

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS
Kate Nelligan

BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY
Stephen Goldblatt, A.S.C.

BEST ART DIRECTION
Paul Sylbert

BEST MUSICAL SCOR
James Newton Howard

BEST SCREENPLAY
Pat Conroy ' Johnston
(Based On Mater nother Medium)

ON YOUR CROWNING
AGHICVEMENTS [N
S0UTH CARQLINA

SLATE DEVELOPMENT BOARD, P.O. BOX 927
MEMBER ASSOCIATION OF FILM COMMISSIONERS INTERNATIO

COLUMBIA. §.C. 29202, (803) 737-0400
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The dollars and sense
behind primetime tunes

(AP) — CBS’ “Northern Expo-
sure” is an eclectic series, with
music to match. Sample range in
one episode: Beethoven's “Pathe-
tique” to Chet Atkins' “Gotta
Travel On.”

“Murphy Brown,” stars Candice
Bergen as the Motown-loving TV
journalist, and nearly every seg-
ment has at least one Supremes or
Temptations classic. ABC's “T
Wonder Years” is kicked off «
week by Joe Cocker's gravelly
sion of “With a Little Help From
My Friends.”

And the opening theme to

ABC’s “Life Goes On” is a cast
rendition of the ° ‘Ob-La-
Di, Ob-La-Da.”

In primetime vic ours, it is

impossible to flip through the dial
without hearing well-known ver-
sions of pop and classical songs —

even d opera — that func-
tior | purveyors of mood
and

Music is not new to television.
But using original or well-known
performances that require paying
costly rights fees is a relatively
recent phenomenon in TV
roduction.

Prodded by MTV anad the now-
defunct series ‘“Miami Vice”
(called by some an extended rock

video) t ion is increasingly
lookin nusic industry for
progre Ip.

It is an cxpensive boost. As de-

mand has risen for music rights, so
has the cost, say television
executives.

“At first it was only securing the

1ts to a song for free (network)

levision,” said Doug Frank, vp of
the music division at Warner Bros
Television. “If you have a show
that goes on to cable, you need
cable rights. If you do episodes on
home video, you need video
rights.”

What that means in dollars and
cents, Frank said, is “let’s say a
popular song costs $3,000. With
video and cable that price will be
$10,000.”

The end result, Frank said, is
less bang for a show’s music bud-
get buck. “We’re not spending
less,” he said, “but because we
need broader rights, we end up
getting less music.”

When ABC’s now-canceled

See TV TUNES on page 20

BAD II, PIL, Live

Crawford Hall
Universily of California at Irvine
Thursday, March 26

By Marc Pollack

MTV and its “120 Minutes,” a
show specifically designed to tap
mto the lucrative college music-
listening audience, has assembled
a noteworthy tour featuring four
heavies on the alternative scene
— established acts Big Audio Dy-
namite II and Public Image Limit-
ed, breakout artists Live and buzz
band Blind Melon.

And, while the tour’s goal is said
to be to break new bands and ex-
pose alternative music to a wider
audience, promoters have locked
the show into colleges in obvious
attempts to secure ticket sales.
The tour doesn’t even have a Hol-
lywood stopover. Rightful compar-
isons will likely be made to last
year’s highly successful Lollapa-
looza Tour; however, MTV's “120
Minutes” is a bit more focused and
a lot less spectacular.

Headliners BAD 1T and PIL
sport the two most seasoned front-
men in alternative music — for-
mer Clash co-founder Mick Jones

and ex-Sex Pistol John Lydon
(Rotten), respectively. And
strangely enough, this tour is the
first time the two have performed
together since their punk heyday.

BAD II, the second incarnation
of Jones’ Big Audio Dynamite, is a
succesfully crafted, techno-dance,
hip-hop, rock 'n’ roll combo that
more often than not hits its mark.

The quartet’s straight-ahead,
drums-guitars-bass approach em-
braces the sounds of house music
and England’s rave scene — best
heard on its latest release “The
Globe” as well as the hit “Rush.”

Public Image Limited, touring in
support of its 11th release in 12
years, performed an impressive
set that not only captured the ani-
mated talent of its irrepressible
frontman but allowed for the
band’s playing to come to the
forefront.

Led by Lydon's psychotic stage
pacing, PIL delivered a thorough
set, albeit a bit lengthy. Opening
with the extremely danceable
“This is Not a Love Song,” PIL
prominently featured its outstand-

See BAD 1l PIL on page 24
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‘Doodle’

Continued from page 8—

Edmond slips the clutches of the
evil owl and his gang and joins up
with Patou (Phil Harris), an old
farm dog, Peepers (Sandy Dun-
can), a brave little mouse, and
Snipes (Eddie Deezen), a dithering
magpie.

They go to the city where Chan-
ticleer has become an Elvis Pres-
ley-type rock 'n’ roll star and, with
the help of a bosomy pheasant
showgirl, Goldie (Ellen Greene), is
able to save Chanticleer from his
unhappiness and the farm from
rain.

Although there are a few sup-
porting characters (a bumbling
owl, Hunch, voiced by Charles

Congratulate

Academy
Award
Winners

SNOOKIES COOKIES
Special Basket Includes -
12 Assorted Cookies / Mug, Hot Cocoa & Tea /
Special Chocolale Treal / Corome! Popcor / Fudge
Rum Butter Cake / Crackets & Cheese / Camation /
Movie Trivia Fortune Cooki
rddsg:r: not in::dedl = $49 -
LA: 818-502-2013
LA FAX: 8138-502-1198
SF: 415-788-1878
SFFAX: 415-788-1783

Congratulations
to all

the nominees

Good Luck To All
Oscar Nominees!

CARPET « Largest Selection in Los Angeles # VINYL FLOORS

Nelson Reilly, and fat rock manag-
er, Pinky, voiced by Sorrell Booke)
and vignettes, the story stays pret-
ty simple and easy to follow. The
problem is that, while the variety
of types keeps each character easi-
ly recognizable, no character has
the range of expression Bluth
characters usually do.

Bluth also uses a paler selection
of colors than he has in his past
work.

Neither cripples the film, they
just lessen the impact.

Always lauded for his technique,
Bluth reveals here that the bed-
rock of his approach is a keen ap-
preciation for emotional appeal-
More a simple adventure story
than he has ventured in the past,
“Rock-A-Doodle™ still pulls itself
together at its finale and tugs all
the right audience heartstrings in a
sequence that goes from animation
to live-action and then combines
the two.

T.J. Kuenster’s songs mimic old
rock-and-roll and pop country
styles with hand-clapping
rhythms; they contribute mightily
to the film’s upbeat mood.

Musically, however, “Rock-A-
Doodle” lacks one big signature
number.

One odd note: The film is some
minutes shorter than usual, 4
running time considerably le
ened by an unusually long clo
credit crawl.

10130 Riverside Drive
loluca Lake
272-8257
1) 508-6644
00) 499-Vals

Reservations Recommended.
Complimentary Valet Parking.

Navy pal sues Hammer for fraud

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A for-
‘mer Navy buddy of rap singer
Hammer has filed a fraud suit
against the superstar, charging
that Hammer owes him 2.7% of all
past and future earnings.

Vincent Williams said he gave
Hammer $5,000 in 1987 in ex-
change for 2.7% of all royalties,
concert receipts and other earings
from his entertainment career, ac-
cording to the suit filed last week
in U.S. District Court. But Ham-
mer never honored the contrac
the suit states.

“Hammer has done nothing

Monday, March 30, 192

whatsoever wrong and
helped Vincent Willial
very generous to him§s
rence Blake, Hammer's 3
Williams’ attorney Ric h.:

Stratton said the money his chent
is entitled d provide a “nice

r notarized copy
as filed with the

lawsuit. :
Williams and Hammer, then
known as Stanley Kirk Burrell
served together in the Navy and
ams later worked for Bust It
Hammer's music

BAD I, PIL

Conlinued from page 14—
ing musical base

Sporting a red p#
screeching in his
whine, Lydon glared, acted and in-
sulted hls way through the set.

s’ Live, which
benefiting tremen-
dously from this tour with heavy
MTYV exposure, performed a short,
well-received set that focused on
, Radioactive Records debut
ntal Jewelry.”
mparisons have previously

been made to R.E.M. and U2, but

Live has forged its own identity.

Capitol Records’ biggest buzz
band, Blind Melon, the only unit on
the bill with no album to support
(the group’s currently recording
its debut), proved itself to be wor-
thy of the opening slot on this
alternative tour.

Although people may not have
heard of Blind Melon, notwith-
standing singer Shannon Hoon's
association with Guns N’ Roses
and his appearance in GNR's
“Don’t Cry” video, the band trium-
phantly altered any preconceived
notions of what it might sound like
and will prove to make its own
mark in the coming year. O

‘Ladybugs’

Continued from page 8—

and the comedian has an uncanny
knack of milking laughs from even
the most familiar gags. He is a fine
identification figure for suburban
everyman, trying to grab a modest
piece of the pie yet hold on to the
last shreds of his dignity.

Still, the film has some weird, if
unspoken, sexual implications. Ev-
ery man in the film is intimidated
by women and the cross-dressing
scenes have a panicky tone. Most
of this is buried by the laughs, but
it’s there all the same.

LADYBUGS
Paramount
A Ruddy & Morgan Production
Producers ......... Albert 5. Ruddy, Andre E. Morgan
Director

Sidney J. Furie
... Curtis Burch
.....Dan Burstall
obb Wilson King
mothy N. Board
.. Richard Gibbs

Director of photograj
Production designer
EditorsJohn W. Whe

Casting........ Mike Fenton, CS.A., Valorie Massalas
Color/Dolby

Cast:
Chester Lee....... .. Rodney Dangerfield
G SV R R U NN Jackee
Matthew .. ..Jonathan Brandis
Bess......... ...[lene Graff
Kimberly.. inessa Shaw
Dave Mull .. Tom Parks

MPAA Rating: PG-13

and studio tiles.
Serving the Industry for 44 years.

You can depend on us for your floorcovering needs.
Same day delivery on carpet, linoleum, stage flooring

Linoleum City, Inc.
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