






There are plenty of songs filled with anger on the newest Guns N’ Roses (GN’R) albums, “Use Your 
Illusion I/II.” That’s because, beginning with the band members, the people involved with recording the 
album feel angry. However, Shannon Hoon, who worked on the albums as both singer / songwriter, 
does not feel that much anger in oft-heard songs like “Don’t Cry.” That’s because this 24 year-old 
musician is in a very creative state right now, and he doesn’t have time to cloud his vision with anger.

Shannon Hoon is truly a man with a vision. He sang together with GnR, took part in their tour 
(participating in the Secret Gig tour that was done just before the U.S. national tour last year) and 
formed his own band, Blind Melon. Then, after winning a contract with Capitol Records, they began 
working on recording the band’s debut album, which is set to release this summer.

Originally from W. Axl Rose’s hometown of Lafayette, Indiana, Shannon came out to Los Angeles two 
years ago to form a band. But, after signing the recording contract as Blind Melon at the end of last year, 
Shannon and his fellow band members moved out to the small North Carolina town of Durham (known for 
civil war sites and its research facilities, “Triangle Park”).

In this interview, (which was conducted soon after the band’s move to Durham) Shannon talks about 
his band, himself and his relationship with Axl, among other things.

Shannon: I love it (Los Angeles) too much. It was a 
little too stimulating…

Why did you move to Durham?
Shannon: We were based in Los Angeles, but that 
town corrupts people’s hearts. 

That’s why we moved to Durham. This town is not 
well-known, it’s peaceful, there’s not much traffic and 
there aren’t any cops that chase you in helicopters…
You can hear crickets chirping. Also, the people living 
here are all really nice people. When they ask you, 
“how are you doing?” they really mean it.

Where are you originally from?
Shannon: Indiana. I moved out to Los Angeles two 
years ago. That’s where I met the rest of the band and 
where we signed with Capitol. We felt like we wanted 
to move someplace else when we got our contract, but 
we didn’t know where. We just wanted to go anywhere 

to get out of Los Angeles. It’s not that we hate Los 
Angeles, but considering the things we wanted to do, 
Los Angeles has so many temptations. Also, Glen 
Graham, our drummer who was the last one to join 
the band was all set to move out to Durham and he 
said “Durham is a great place!” so we listened to him, 
packed our bags and moved out here.

What do you think it is about Los Angeles that 
corrupts people?
Shannon: There are lots of things. But, rehearsals 
were easy. It was always like, “OK, see you at the 
next rehearsal…” Also, we all love mountains. I could 
wander around Los Angeles and every crowd or fight 
would just grab my attention. We were able to enjoy 
a night life like doesn’t exist anywhere else…I mean 
I’m not trying to put down Los Angeles, it’s just that I 
love it too much. It was a little too stimulating for me. I 
really love the night life and I would just roam around 
everywhere. I made a lot of really good friends. There 
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are a lot of really good people in Los Angeles, so I 
had a lot of friends who I used to spend a lot of time 
with. Sometimes I’d realize we had been together 
for like two days. It’s easy to lose track of time in Los 
Angeles, so there’s really no reason to wear a watch.

     It’s funny, but I got a call from a friend in Indiana 
after leaving Los Angeles, and I couldn’t explain to 
him what had been going on in LA. Too much had 
happened… So now, I kind of miss it. I like New 
York. It’s compact and overflowing with energy. Also, 
Chicago is cool, too.

Well, what about Los Angeles was good for you?
Shannon: The thing I liked was watching people. 
From crazy guys to sane ones, there are all kinds 
of people in Los Angeles. I was able to walk down 
Hollywood Boulevard while watching all kinds of 
people. Every time I went out, somebody would get 
my attention. Then I’d start watching them and try 
and figure out what was going on in their heads. You 
learn a lot from people and the environment. But I 
would see so many homeless that it sent shivers 
down my spine.

What is your life in Durham like?
Shannon: All five band members live together in the 
same house. In Los Angeles, we all lived separately. 
But when we decided we wanted to move, we also 
decided we wanted to live together. I think living 
together makes us stronger. I’m certain that it unifies 
us. I don’t think there are many bands that do that 
anymore. We play together on stage and when we get 
off the stage, we’re still together. Hardly any bands 
do that. But, for example, the guys in Pearl Jam are 
friends both on-stage and off. If you hear a band play, 
you can pretty much tell how well they get along.

That’s why I think us living together and eating together 
is a good method for us to build a type of solidarity.

You just said you were from Indiana. What town?
Shannon: Lafayette. That’s where Purdue University is.

Did you go to school there?
Shannon: I actually went there for one semester; 
I snuck into a theater class. But, they found out I 
wasn’t enrolled and made me quit.

Do you ever feel like you would like to be an actor?
Shannon: Not really…  Things are going great for me 
as a musician right now…

All right. Of all the parts you’ve played, what has 
been your greatest acting performance up to now?
Shannon: Probably playing innocent. A lot of stuff 
happened... I punched a cop in Lafayette. It started 
off when I got caught up in a fight in a bar and 
somebody punched me. A cop stepped in to break it 
up… I threw a punch over my shoulder and it landed 
where the cop was standing. I didn’t mean to hit him, 
but that’s what ended up happening and I got into 
trouble. Then there was a long legal process… I was 
unlucky; in the wrong place at the wrong time.

Okay, can you tell me about the time you came 
from Lafayette to Los Angeles?
Shannon: I was sad when I arrived in Los Angeles. 
It was like when you pass certain stages of life, like 
graduating from high school and you’re like, “am I 
finally getting the Hell out of here?” You know? It’s 
like you’re leaving a part of your life behind and 
growing up and that makes me a little sad somehow. 
That’s exactly how I felt when I arrived in Los 
Angeles.

If I had grown up in a place like Los Angeles, I would 
have taken it for granted, but I freaked! That’s why I 
grew so much in Los Angeles. I learned more living 
two years in Los Angeles than I would have in four or 
five years of university. 

I had hoped for a sports scholarship to go to 
college… but…

Did you dream of becoming a rock musician as 
a child?
Shannon: Music was always a part of my life where I 
grew up. My mom bought music magazines that had 
song lyrics printed in them and I was always singing 
in the bathroom. I sounded good in the bathroom, so 
it was the best spot for singing. 

So I always had a passion for music, but it wasn’t my 
priority. I mean, I was in love with sports and played 
football all through high school. I also did pole vaulting 
and wrestling. Just like everybody else, I had hoped 
for a sports scholarship to go to college at Purdue, but 
I realized my grades weren’t good enough.



This realization devastated me. My life had hit a dead 
end. All I had to look forward to was a cookie cutter 
life where I would get a job in some old factory, get 
married and have kids. Up to the point, I had a ton of 
things I wanted to do.

The only things that brought me pleasure then were 
singing and writing songs. Later, I formed a band with 
some local guys and that led me to what I wanted to do 
but showed me that the band I was with wasn’t going to 
work out. Then I went to Los Angeles and met the guys 
I’m with now. It was strange, but as soon as we got 
together, we all felt like, “OK, this is a band.”

We have an excellent manager, lawyer and record 
company.

By the way, you’re on the new GnR album, so 
what have you learned from them?
Shannon: It’s not so much what I’ve learned from 
them as what I’ve learned from Axl. I mean, we’re 
both friends from way back. And, what I learned 
from him, which was a really valuable lesson, 
would probably have been really difficult to learn if I 
hadn’t learned it from him. I learned how people are 
deceived in the music business and what to do to 
avoid that. That’s the secret on the “other side” of the 
music business and it usually takes a lot to learn this.

I also learned not to sign anything from anyone until 
my lawyer takes a look at it. As long as you follow 
this rule, you’ll be okay no matter what happens. Our 
lawyer is so good it’s scary, and he really takes care 
of us. I’m not a lawyer, so I have no idea about what 
is legal and what isn’t, but thanks to our lawyer, I 
can really relax. On top of that, we have a wonderful 
manager (Managed by “Big FD,” who also manage 
Guns N’ Roses)… In other words, we have an 
excellent manager, lawyer and record company.

All right, I want to ask you one last question. Why 
did you go with Blind Melon for your band’s name?
Shannon: We came up with our name from the name 
of an old blues player, Blind Lemon Jefferson. He 
lived in West Point, Mississippi, which is also where 
three of our band members, Roger Stevens, Glen 
Graham and Brad Smith all grew up. We went to 
visit and it was great. We all try to visit each other’s 
home towns. By doing so, our ties as a band are 
strengthened and we become closer.  ■ ■


